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The Institute for Advanced Learning and Research (IALR), located in Danville, VA, is an organization committed to furthering Virginia’s research capacity in the areas of STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics).  In cooperation with Virginia Tech, IALR has established research centers in targeted science and engineering disciplines to assist in the economic transformation of Southern Virginia.  The success of this initiative is dependent upon the region’s ability to invest in education and the entrepreneurial potential of its youth.
The Institute for Sustainable and Renewable Resources (ISRR), one of the research centers at IALR, is poised to make significant impacts in the fields of horticulture and forestry.  ISRR will play an important role in transforming the existing regional tobacco base into viable new horticulture and forestry industries. The combination of state-of-the-art biotechnology and tissue culture laboratories at IALR with Virginia Tech research scientists will lead to innovative agricultural applications.
The Institute’s Horticulture and Forestry Award is intended to support a Pittsylvania County Graduate of Merit who expresses a desire to continue his or her education, specifically in the areas of horticulture, forestry, biology and bioinformatics.  In addition to this $500 award, IALR and ISRR may be able to provide internship and mentoring opportunities to the recipient throughout his or her college tenure.  
Award Requirements

1. Student must be a Pittsylvania County Graduate of Merit candidate.

2. Student plans to attend a two-year or four-year college or university.

3. Student plans to major in biology, horticulture, forestry, or related field.

Application Process

1. Complete this cover sheet.

2. Complete the Horticulture and Forestry Award Application form and submit to your guidance counselor by April 4, 2011.

3. Request one letter of recommendation from a science instructor who can speak to your interest and talent in this area.  Letter must be submitted with this application to your guidance counselor by April 4, 2011.

4. A guidance counselor will complete the bottom portion of the application form noting your class rank, number of high school science courses, and GPA (specific to high school science courses). 
Student’s Name:








High School:







Date:






                     
                                                                                             Applicant Number:
 
    

                                   The Institute’s Horticulture, Forestry and                 
                                                  Biotechnology Award
                     Application Form
Applicant Number:



To be assigned by the guidance counselor.
1.  I have applied/been accepted to the following college(s) or university(s):








(  APPLIED        (  ACCEPTED







(  APPLIED        (  ACCEPTED







(  APPLIED        (  ACCEPTED







(  APPLIED        (  ACCEPTED

Please respond to the following questions: limit of two well-developed paragraphs per question (attach a separate sheet):

2. Discuss your educational and career aspirations as they relate to the biology, horticulture, forestry, and/or biotechnology fields.
3.  How would you benefit from and take advantage of the internship and mentoring programs if offered through the ISRR center at the Institute for Advanced Learning and Research?
4.  Discuss your views with regard to the potential of innovative research and entrepreneurial activities as agents of change in the economic transformation of Southern Virginia.
To be completed by your Guidance Counselor:





Class Rank:   		 out of		





Number of high school information technology and computer science units:		





GPA in high school information technology and computer science courses:		


								


Guidance Counselor ��Signed:  					 	    Phone Number:  ________________


										


Print Name Here:  ___________________________		     Date: _______________________ 


										








